PS. What's Holding Back 
]| The World's 
n. » ? Strongest Athlete? 


THEREISN 
HE MUST WIN NOW! 


ANDRE THE GIANT 


WHY RIC FLAIR 
CANNOT REGAIN THE 
TITLE FROM 

HARLEY RACE 

By Dusty Rhodes 


BACKLUND 


OPENING BELL 


manage 
will be given the page to offer his views. In "Head To Head” (see page 
30) referee Dick Kroll, manager The Grand Wizard, announcer Pat 
Patterson, and wrestler Magificent Muraco offer their thoughts on who 
would win a dream match between Superfly Snuka and WWF 
champion Bob Backlund. 

Read this issue of Wrestling 83, review it, and let us know what you 
think. In 1983, the true experts of wrestling have become the fans. Send 
your comments to: Feedback/Wrestling 83, Box 48, Rockville Centre, 
NY 11871. And remember, save this issue! It is the first and last issue of 
Wrestling 83. When our next issue goes on sale, on January 3, 1984, the 
magazine will have a new title: Wrestling 84. 
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Eddie Cheslock, Mick Karch, 
Bruce Kreitzman, Duane Long, 
Brad McFarlin, Buddy Myers, 
Alice Marie Nelson, Bill Otten, 
Scott Romer, Floyd See, 
Jimmy Suzuki, Shawn Swagler, 
David Lee Waite, JF. Walker, 
Emmy Yates, Koichi Yoshizawa 
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Bruno Sammartino does a solo step in the ring 
‘during one of his five commercials for Bally's 


and all of a sudden the two of us THE BEST THERE IS 

broke away from the group and Gordon Solie has been called 
started dancing together. Dog- “the dean of wrestling broadcast- 
gone it I laughed like crazy ers" and "the Walter Cronkite of 
when I saw that scene on professional wrestling.” He ex- 
television!’ hibits his skills weekly on both 
The other famous athletes in- World Championship Wrestling 


Walt Frazier. so much adulation is his exten- 
sive knowledge of not only the 

GORGEOUS GINO'S GONE history of professional wrestling, 
In May, Gorgeous Gino but of the science of wrestling as 


Hernandez wrestled Tully Blan- well 


ihr 


"Tve had it! I'm getting the hell 
out of here! Tully can take what'! | 
he called our friendship and _ 
shove it where the sun dont ~=} 
shine. I'm getting out, but TI be 
back someday. Tl be back, and | 
Tully wil pay for what he's 
donet" 

Bloody and sweaty, Hemandez 
climbed into his car, drove away, Gorgon 

heard 


deal in Hollywood, but no ver- World Championship Wrestling 
fication of these rumors has ever demonstrated Solie’s expertise 
been made. and yielded the following list of 
Gino Hemandez’ fans may hold and maneuver terminology: 
have to face up to the fact that Fireman's cany takedown, 
the “Gorgeous One" is gone spinunder takedown, belly-to- 
from wresting ... perhaps back suplex, drop toehold, high 
permanently. (Continued on page 12) 


waistlift takedown, short inside 
armbar, key lock to the arm, 
snapmare, double rear chinlock, 
high vertical suplex, inside cra- 
die, side headlock, top wristlock, 
side roll, rolling reverse, ham- 
merlock, high backdrop, reverse 
slam, duck-under gobehind, 
standing reverse, full- nelson, lat- 
eral drop, overhook, bottom 
wristlock, headscissors, inverted 
vertical press, inside armbar, lat- 
eral press. 

Anyone who doubts the con- 
tention that Solie is the most 
knowledgeable broadcaster in 
professional wrestling probably 
has never heard him announce a 
match. He's the best there is, 


ALTERNATE FLIGHT PATH 

Greg Gagne and Jim Brunzell 
have been busier than ever in 
the gym, revamping old tech- 
niques and devising new strate- 
gies and tactics to defeat the Ken 
Patera and Crusher Blackwell, 
the men who defeated "The Hi- 
Flyers" for the AWA tag team 
belts. 

Greg Gagne did not want to 
divulge too many details, but he 
did tell Wrestling 83 that part of 
the training involves a streamlin- 
ing and improvement of the 
“bombs away” maneuver. 

“Even though it's a relatively 
simple maneuver, there are sub- 
tle things that I can do to im- 
prove its effectiveness,” Gagne 
explained. “For example, I can 
work on getting higher in the air 
as I come off the ropes. The 
more height, the greater the im- 
pact It's not always easy, be- 
Cause every ring is different, ev- 
ery set of ropes has a particular 
tension, so I have to concentrate 
more on altering my takeoff to 
that unique tension.” 

“We've both been working 
very hard,” added Brunzell “I 
know the fans want to see us get 
the belts back from Patera and 
Blackwell, and we're not going to 
Test until we do. If we have to 
spend all our free time in the 
gym, that’s what we'll do, but 
we're getting the belts back one 


way or another.” 

Gagne and Brunzell wore the 
belts for two years and 12 days 
until Patera and Blackwell took 
the championship on June 26, 
They previously held the belts 
from July 1977 until September 
1978. 


A NEW FACE IN THE WWF 

The Grand Wizard calls himsel 
"The Manager of Champions, 
and he's got a right to: He's 
guided both Stan Stasiak and Su- 
perstar Graham to the WWF 
heavyweight title. 

Now The Wizard feels he has 
found the man to end Bob Back- 
lund's five-year-plus title reign: 
The Masked Superstar. 


"This man is destruction unim- 
ited,” The Wizard told Wrestling 
83, "he can do it all. Not only is 
his variation of the cobra clutch 
equally as dangerous as Sgt. 
Slaughter's, another machine of 
devastation I manage, but Super- 
stars power is aptly demon- 
strated by his own form of the 
lariat, a move that might well 
Prove to take little Bobby Back- 
lund's head right off. Supersars 
lariat makes Stan Hansen's look 
like that of a sick old lady!" 
"When asked why he chose to 
come to the WWF at this time, 
Superstar summed up his motiva- 


tion in one word: "Money. My 
old friend The Grand Wizard as- 
sured me that I could make a lot 
of money here in the WWF, par- 
ticularly if I defeat Backlund. That 
shouldn't be too difficult, be- 


cause Ive studied Backlund's 
style. He's a wimp.” 


RANDOM NOTES 

Dino Bravo and Rick Martel 
have been spending some time 
in the gym working on tag team 
strategies. Bravo, the Canadian 
International heavyweight cham- 
pion, and Martel, a two-time for- 
mer WWF tag team champion, 
have begun to test their team- 
work in the AWA territory .. 
Harley Race ought to read Dusty 
Rhodes’ analysis of Ric Flair in 
this issue. Then he might not be 
so afraid of Flair as a challenger 
to his NWA title. Race has of- 
fered $28,000 to any wrestler in 
the Mid-Atlantic area who can 
permanently remove Flair from 
wrestling ... Austin Idol is en- 
joying the cheers of the fans 
throughout Tennessee as he 
teams with the popular Jerry 
Lawler ... Matt Borne, formerly 
Am Anderson’s tag team partner 
in the Georgia area, is currently 
wrestling in the Pacific Northwest 
and is engaged in a feud with 
Playboy Buddy Rose ... Mr. 
Fuji now managed by Gen. 
Skandor Akbar, is wrestling in 
the MidSouth area ... Sgt 
Slaughter ^ defeated ^ Angelo 
Mosca in Toronto to win the Ca- 
nadian championship ... Adrian 
Adonis continues to issue chal- 
lenges to every champion in 
wrestling for his “Undisputed 
World Championship,” as recog- 
nized by Southwest Champion- 
ship Wrestling. Adonis recently 
retumed from a tour of Japan, 
where he defended his belt sev- 
eral times. 


“My man George 
"The Animal’ Steele is champion- 
ship material. He's well-spoken 
and he's one of the most skilled 
wrestlers in the world today." O 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, 
keep close tabs on the career progress of their favorite stars. 
Asa service to our readers, 
Wrestling 83 invites you to clip this page, save it, 
and compare this issue's “Scouting Report" with those of future featured wrestlers 


KEVIN VON CH 


SPEED: Kevin is not one of the fastest individuals 
inside that ring although his great quickness must 
be recognized. His ability to escape from potential 
disaster is fair, but recent matches against The 
Freebirds have proved that Kevin is prone to get- 
ting caught in situations that he should be 
able to avoid. 


STRENGTH: Although Kevin spends a lot of 
time in the gym, he lacks some of the body bulk 
necessary to bring an overwhelming level of 
strength into his matches. Nevertheless his consid- 
erable bicep, tricep, trapezius, and pectoral devel- 
opment does cte tim a disinet power ya. 
advantage over most opponents. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Kevin's knowl- 
edge of the subtleties of professional wrestling style 
is high, but he often fails to apply this knowledge, 
which accounts for his low grade. Too often Kevin 
will use the brutal clawhold rather than more skillful 
maneuvers like the abdominal stretch or small c+ 
package rollup. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Few wrestlers are 
as well conditioned as Kevin. He spends tremen- 
dous amounts of time in the gym, and you can see 
the results of his dedication in his physique. His 
gym conditioning helps him greatly in his matches, 
providing him with a level of endurance A- 
that few professional athletes can match. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Kevin is young, and 
he has a youthful enthusiasm toward his chosen 
sport. Unfortunately, he also has a youthful temper. 
One of the problems that Kevin must overcome if 
he hopes to capture the NWA World title is his 
lack of control over that temper. If Kevin is able to 
maintain a cool head in the ring, he's able 

to perform with much greater efficiency. 
OVERALL GRADE: Kevin's greatest problems 
in the ring stem from his youth and relative inex- 
perience, which is not uncommon for a wrestler at 
fhis stage of his career. These problems should 
become less severe in the coming years. If Von 
Erich continues his steady progress, he should be 
among the best wrestlers in the world by 

the end of 1985. B 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag Teams are based on 
wondost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 

‘Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
‘categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 

category as of press time. 


TAG TEAMS 
1—IACK & JERRY BRISCO 
‘Combined Weight: 455 pounds 
2—KEN PATERA & CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
Combined Weight 710 pounds 
3—ELUAH AKEEM & KAREEM MUHAMMAD 
Combined Weight 578 pounds 
4—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
Combined Weight: 540 pounds 
5—TERRY ALLEN & HACKSAW DUGGAN 
Combined Weight: 525 pounds 
6—RUFUS R. JONES & BUGSY McGRAW 


9—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 
(Combined Weight 479 pounds 

10—PAT PATTERSON & PIERRE LEFEBVRE 
‘Combined Woight: 476 pounds 

"Combined weights rellect three team members 


AWA 


6—KEN PATERA 
256, Portland, OR 

7—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
474, Stone Mountain, GA 

8—BARON VON RASCHKE 
271, Germany 

9—MAD DOG VACHON 
225, Algeria 

10—GREG GAGNE 

220, Robinsdalo, MN. 


1—NICK BOCKWINKEL. 


245, Boverly Hits, CA 
2—WAHOO McDANIEL. 

260, Midland, TX 
3—HULK HOGAN 

‘320, Vonico Boach, CA 
4—MR.SAITO 

247, Japan. 
5—RICK MARTEL 

235, Quebec City, Quebec 


1—HACKSAW REED 
249, Kansas Ciy, MO 

2—]JUNKYARD DOG 
260, Now Orleans, LA 

3—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
/280, Now York, NY 


1—ADRIAN ADONIS. 
251, Now York, NY 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
3—B0B SWEETAN 
285, Round Rock, TX 
4—ERIC EMBRY 
225, Lexington, KY 
5—BOBBY JAGGERS 
255, Dunlap, KS 


‘T—TIGER CONWAY, JR. 
230, Houston, TX 
8—THE IRON SHEIK 
262. Tobaran, lan 
9—AL PEREZ 
234, Tampa, FL 
10—SWEET BROWN SUGAR 
226, Dalas, TX 


1—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—RODDY PIPER 
231, Scotland 
4—IIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fj Islands 
5—JUNKYARD DOG 
260, New Orleans, LA 


There is one major difference 
between the ratings of Wrestling. 
Sand the ratings for our sister 
publications Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated, The Wrestler, 
Wrestling Superstars, and Sports 
Review Wrestling. 

In those four magazines, the 
NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings 
lists are comprised of the 
respective champions plus an 
additional top 10 wrestlers in the 
area. In Wrestling 83, Harley Race, 
‘Nick Bockwinkel, and Bob 
Backlund will be ranked number 
one in their respective areas with 
nine additional wrestlers ranked 
two through 10. 


238, Hondorsonvile, TN 
7—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 


A 


A 


Harley Race vs. Ric Flair 


Inthe regional categories, the 
wrestlers holding the following 
titles receive an automatic. 
number one ranking: 

National champion in Georgia, 
American champion in the World 
Classarea, US. champion in the 


Mid-Atlantic, Southern champion 
in Florida, North American 
champion in the Mid-South, SCW 
Undisputed World champion in 
the Southwest, and Pacific 
Northwest champion in the 
Northwest. 

In the World Class area, the 
‘Texas champion occupies the 
number two spot. In the 
Southwest, Florida, and Mid- 
Atlantic areas, the Southwest, 
Florida, and Mid-Atlantic 
champions are rated number two 
in the appropriate categories. 

Any deviation from the above. 
standards will be explained ina 
future analysis. 0 


IN THIS CORNER 


By Craig Peters 


ITLES. THEY SEEM to be as plentiful thoughout 
REAR E muet RC PAD Ad Ray 
rain, 

NWA World title, National ttle, WWF champion- 
ship, Mid-Atlantic title, Missouri title, Southwest cham. 
pionship, AWA World title, Florida title, World Class 
championship, Southern title, Mid-South championship, 
Mid-America title, American championship, North 
American title, Pacific Northwest title . ~. and the li 
goes on. 

That's only in the United 
States. Then there's the WWC 
title in Puerto Rico, the Ca 
dian International ‘champion: 
ship, the NWF, PWF, United 
National, and Japanese Inter 
national titles in Japan, plus 
dozens of other titles recog 
nized in various areas of Eu- 
rope, Asia, Australia, and the 
rest of the world 

There are heavyweight ti 
iles, junior heavyweight titles, 

Australian tag team tiles, and 
six-man tag team titles. 

Not to mention brass 
knuckles titles, bullrope titles, 
and other types of specialized 
championships. 

les enough to drive even 
the most meticulous master of 
minutiae t0 a saner sport— 
like boxing, with its WBA and 
WBC versions of titles in over 
a dozen weight divisions, 

USBA and NABF regional ti 

tles in those same weight divi- 

sions, dozens of state titles na- a 

tionwide ... 


isn’t unique! 


"Hist Bob Backlund, and Natonal champion Lamy Zbyszko. 


TITLES, TITLES, 
EVERYWHERE! 


the relative importance of each title with regard to wres- 
tling as a whole. 

The vast majority of wrestling titles are regional in 
nature, The Pacific Northwest title is, quite obviously, 
defended in the Pacific Northwest. Bob Backlund has 
defended his WWF belt primarily in the Northeast for 
the five years he has been champion. The Florida cham- 
pion wrestles throughout the Sunshine State. The Mid- 
Atlantic champion defends his belt in Virginia and the 
Carolinas 

The fact that these tiles are 
regional does not mean that 
the champions are any less de 
serving of fan respect and a 
tention, Often a regional title, 
such as the Missouri State 
championship, can be just 
what a wrestler needs to gain 
a title shot at the NWA 
World title, 

In May, Southwest Cham. 
pionship Wrestling attempted 
To establish an “Undisputed 
Work! heavyweight cham- 
pion.” A fine idea. Invitations 
were sent to most of the 
country's regional champions, 
but, unfortunately, the 
sponse was poor. A cham- 
pion—Adran ^ Adonis—was 
crowned, but the spirit of the 
designation “undisputed” is 
compromised. 

Until the day when all the 
men who wear championship 
belts can be assembled in one 
arena for one massive tourna- 
ment, wrestling fans should 


Four of wrestings champions (cockwise from top ie; Word Cass embrace the fact that there are 
+ Well, at least wrestling American titist Jm Garvin. NWA Word champion Harkey Face, WWF so many champions in te 


sport 


Many people are critical of the large number of titles 
in wrestling, but I don’t feel it's necessarily bad. The 
men who wear the various belts are, for the most part, 
the best that the sport has to offer. And the excitement 
that is generated in those rare cases when one champion 
faces another champion is akin to the World Series in 
baseball, or a title unification bout in boxing. 

1 think it’s important that we recognize the men who 
hold these various titles as legitimate champions in their 
‘own right. I also think it’s important that we understand 


And even if that tournament does take place, there 
will no doubt be little change in the structure of regional 
titles around the world, and that's a good thing. Re- 
gional titles provide goals for wrestlers to strive for, and 
they foster a better level of competition between the men 
striving for those goals. 

Competition, after all, is what wrestling is all 
about. ü 


Craig Peters is managing editor of this magazine 
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MANAGER'S FORUM 


aul Ellering 


T THE OUTSET, I want to. 
express my profound re- 
spect for the editorial staff of. 
Wrestling 83. They have in- 
deed displayed a rare percep- 
tive intelligence in choosing 
me to author the debut install- 
ment of "Manager's Forum." 
Under normal circumstances 
I would be flattered, but then I 
realized: Who better than my 
esteemed self could offer 
readers of this magazine a 
more priviliged glimpse into 
the unique world of profes- 
sional wrestling management? 
When the editors told me 
that I had free reign to write 
about any topic I wished, I 
had considered using this 
space to instruct readers on 
how a successful businessman 


nancial base to support a sta- weightlifting champion 
ble of top-drawer wrestlers. — [ron Sheik. 

But I decided that my par- 
ticular brand of Wall Street wizardry is far too com- 
plex for the average wrestling fan to grasp. 

Then I thought I might present an analysis of the 
elements necessary to foster within a professional 
wrestler the abilities and instincts that make him a 
champion. 

One page, however, would barely afford me 
space enough for an introductory es 

‘What I would like to do, instead, is share with 
you a letter I recently received from one Mr. Stan- 
ley Aaron of New Hyde Park, New York: 

Hey, Ellering! 

Who do you think you are! Every time I see you 
on television or read what you have to say in a 
wrestling magazine, you're insulting the intelligence 
of wrestling fans. You always brag about your supe- 
zior brain. I guess your great intelligence was what 
caused The Iron Sheik to lose that Loser Leave 
Town Match, huh? How about when Am Anderson 
turned against you? And I must say, I enjoyed see- 
ing The Road Warriors beat the tar out of you on 


3 


like myself builds a sound f- Precious Paul Elering, formerly an NCAA 
n currently manages The 


The Power Of The Mind 


television. Ellering, you've cer- 
tainly amassed a wonderful 
record in a short time. Contin- 
ued success to you. Ha ha hal 

I am constantly amazed at 
the lack of wrestling knowl- 
edge and expertise displayed 
in the mail I receive, but the 
above letter has achieved a 
low point for insight that even 
Inever expected I would ever 
experience. 

Far be it from me to sink to 
this individual's level by ad- 
dressing the issues of Am An- 
derson, who is mindless 
enough to do anything Ole 
Anderson tells him to do, The 
Road Warriors, who would be 
nowhere if not for my foresight 
and initiative in bringing them 
to the Georgia area, and The 
Iron Sheik, who is back in At- 
lanta and displaying a style 
more ferocious than ever. 

What I would like to point 
out, however, is the undeniable fact that even in a 
piece of correspondence as scurrilous and abusive 
as the above, the intellect of Precious Paul Ellering 
cannot be called into question. 

Yes, Stanley Aaron, I do brag about my intellect, 
because it is my intellect that has gotten me where 
I am today. Obviously, one needs strength in pro- 
fessional wrestling in order to succeed. Everyone 
in wrestling today has strength. I have strength. 
When I was a professional weightlifter, I set the 
world record in the dead lift: 745.3 pounds. 

But it's my mind that got me where I am today. 

You've heard of Murphy's Law, Mr. Aaron? Let 
me inform you about Muir's Law: "When we ty to 
pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to 
everything else in the universe.” 

‘Try to examine my intellect by itself and you will 
find that it is invariably tied in with the entire future 
of professional wrestling. 

If you doubt me, have someone read this column| 
to you 10 years from now. d 
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A lot of gambling takes place in 
the course of an evening in Las 
Vegas. At any moment, thousands 
of dollars may be at stake on a 
single roll of the dice or spin of 
the roulette wheel. 

A lot more than cash was at 
stake in Las Vegas’ Showboat Ho- 
tel recently as Nick Bockwinkel 
risked his AWA. World champion- 
ship in a match against Wahoo 
McDaniel. 

Bockwinkel was characteristi- 
cally smug going into this match 
as he drank in the Las Vegas at- 
mosphere that found its way to 


that the AWA belt would change 
hands. 
McDaniel was uncharacteristi- 
cally brutal. He made the first of- 
fensive move of the match, charg- 
ing at Bockwinkel and beating him 
furiously with a series of powerful 
chops to the head. 
Bockwinkel was stunned as 
McDaniel continued his assault, 
but the champion instinctively ma- 
neuvered himself into a position 


NICK BOCKWINKEL 
vs. WAHOO McDANIEL 


‘McDaniel punishes Bockwinkel 
where he would be able to roll out 
of the ring to buy the few precious 
seconds he would need to regain 
his energy. 
McDaniel was not willing to give 
him that time. He followed Bock- 
winkel out of the ring, but Nick 
was ready for him He grabbed 
Wahoo by the scruff of the neck 
and pounded his head into the 
steel ringpost. McDaniel was 


bleeding when he retumed to the 
ring. 

Knowing the match could be 
stopped at any moment because 
of his cuts and fueled by his an- 
ger, Wahoo mounted a coura- 
geous comeback He weakened 
the champion and managed sev- 
eral twocounts on pin attempts. 

It wasn't long before McDaniel's 
hand was raised in victory, though 
Bockwinkel retained the belt 
When Bobby Heenan saw that his 
champion was in jeopardy of los- 
ing, he interfered for the purpose 
of invoking the disqualification 
mile. Since Bockwinkel had not 
submitted or been pinned, he was 
given back his belt. 

The high rollers at ringside 
screamed in delight and disap- 
ointment. They exchanged 
money, and then they retumed to 
the action at the tables. 
They left behind an AWA cham- 
pion who had slickly maneuvered 
his way through another title de- 
fense, and a contender who 
vowed vengeance. 

The vows of Wahoo McDaniel 
should not be taken lightly. 


Wrestling fans in Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, received their first 
in-person glimpse of the superstars 
of the Georgia area as World 
Championship _ Wrestling ap- 
peared in the Johnstown War Me- 
morial Auditorium. 

The action in the main event 
was sizzling from start to finish as 


MR. WRESTLING Il vs. LARRY ZBYSZKO 


Wrestling II headlocks Zbyszko 


Mr. Wrestling II took on the Na- 
tional heavyweight champion Larry 
Zbyszko. 


Wrestling II took control of the 
match immediately, capturing 
Zbyszko in a textbook series of 
headlocks, armlocks, and 
leglocks. A number of times 
Wresting II biufed at using the 


kneelif, when he finally did de- 
liver the knee, Zbyszko wasn't ex- 
pecting it at all 

Thousands of Johnstown fans 
cheered their approval as Wres- 
tling I's advantage over Zbyszko 
grew greater with each passing 
second. It appeared as if Zbys- 
zko's reign as National champion 
was about to end. 

In a desperation move, Zbyszko 
grabbed the National belt, which 
was resting on the officials’ table at 
ringside, and smashed Wrestling 
II over the head with it. Zbyszko 
smiled sadistically as he brought 
the solid gold buckle down on 
Wrestling I's forehead again and 
again, causing a large spot of red 
to begin seeping through Wres- 
fing I's mask. 

Bruno Sammartino Jr. ran out of 
the dressing room to Wrestling I's 
aid, but the damage had already 
been done. Zbyszko was long 
gone from the scene, having re- 
treated to the safety of his dressing 
room. 
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This title match for the WWF tag 

pr A 
portant questions: 

IIs Rick Martel going to be 


been hoping that Martel will re- 
unite with Tony Garea and once 
again compete for the WWF tag 
team championship. This match in- 
dicates that though Martel is stil 
interested in the title, he is not 
committed to pursuing that goal 
with Garea. 

2—Has Capt Lou Albano sold 
off a major interest in his contract 
with The Samoans? In Montreal, 
The Samoans are managed not by 
Albano, but by Eddy Creatchman. 
Creatchman’s involvement with 
the WWF tag team champions has 
brought about speculation that Al- 
bano is either considering selling 
off The Samoans’ contract entirely, 
or that Albano and Creatchman 
will be entering into a full partner- 
ship very soon. 

In any event, The Samoans 
proved to a sellout crowd at the 


THE SAMOANS vs. 
RICK MARTEL & 


Montreal Forum why they have 
held on to the WWF tag team 
belts for so long. Tagging off fre- 
quently close to their own comer, 
they managed to hold both Martel 
and Robinson in painful 
nerveholds for a major portion of 


the match. 

Martel stunned Samoan Afa with 
a fine dropkick to the head, but 
otherwise the team of Martel and 
Robinson failed to make very 
much headway toward defeating 
the formidable champions, 
Many observers in the Forum 
that night credited The Samoans’ 
‘success to the fact that Martel and 
Robinson were not accustomed to 
each others moves. Martel has 
spent the greater part: of the last 
six months in the AWA challeng- 
ing Nick Bockwinkel for his title. 
Given some time in the gym to- 
gether, Martel and Robinson might 
be able to develop moves and 
Strategies that could eventually up- 
set The Samoans. It takes much 
more than teaming together on an 
irregular basis to unseat as power- 
ful a combination as Afa and Sika. 
Although unsuccessful in gain- 
ing the tle, Martel and Robinson 
were successful as far as the 
record book is concerned: The Sa- 
moans were disqualified for toss- 
ing Martel over the top rope. 


Fans at the Reunion Arena in 
Dallas thrilled to one of the most 
exciting matches in recent mem- 
‘ory as David Von Erich regained 
the World Class heavyweight 
Championship from "Gorgeous" 
Jim Garvin. 

Von Erich, usually known as a 
cautious starter, did not hold back 
at all from the sounding of the 
opening bell. In the early minutes, 
he concentrated his attack on 
Gervin's legs. Only the interfer- 
ence of Garvin's valet, Sunshine, 
allowed the champion to escape a 
potential figurefour leglock and 
gain the upper hand. 

The action soon extended to the 
ring apron, where the mile- 
breaking Garvin was at an ex- 
meme advantage. Despite the 
warnings of the referee, Garvin ran 
David's head right into the 
‘comerpost. 

‘Once the two combatants re- 
turned to the ring, Garvin clamped 
a strong headlock on Von Erich, 
slowly shifting the headlock over 
to a sleeperhold. It appeared as if 
Garvin would win the match with 


DAVID VON ERICH vs. JIM GARVIN 


the sleeper, but Von Erich 
Powered his way out of the hold 
and rolled Garvin up for a clean 
pin and the World Class heavy- 
weight belt. 

But Garvin was handed much 
more than a loss that night in Dal- 
las; he was handed humiliation as 


Von Erich locks up Garvin's leg 


well. Because of the loss, Garvin 
and Sunshine had to act as David 
Von Erich’s valets for a day. 

The following day, Garvin and 
Sunshine traveled to David's ranch, 
where among other things, they 
groomed Von Erich's horses and 
Cleaned out his stables. ü 
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INTERVIEW 83 


Andre the Giant . 
. ; considers himself the luckiest man alive. He is the most successful man in professional wrestling today. 
‘has never been defeated. He has millions of fans worldwide. He has had roles in TV shows. He has 
appeared on The Tonight Show With Johnny Carson. He transcends the sport in which he excels. 
Andre the Giant 
- .. tres of traveling around the world. He loves his career, but the demands on his time are beginning to 
reach him. He'd like to be alone for a while. He wants to eat a meal in a restaurant without being interrupted 
for an autograph. He wants to sleep in a bed that is actually big enough for his 7°5”, 497-pound body. He 
‘sometimes thinks about what it would be like to settle down in Montreal 
or his native France and begin to lead a "normal" life. 
Andre is indeed the biggest attraction is professional sports today. His name automatically triggers a box- 
office bonanza. He is sought after by promoters around the world. 
What wrestling fans must not forget, however, is that Andre is first a human being, a man who is proud of 
his accomplishments, a sensitive man who has had to live with the burden as well as the blessing of his size. 
Associate Editor Joseph Bua recently traveled to Montreal to speak with Andre the Giant: Andre the 
Wrestler, and Andre the Man. He was pleasantly surprised by Andre's eloquence. "I realized affer the 
interview that I was guilty of thinking of Andre as some kind of wrestling machine,” Bua said. " He is just like. 
anyone else. Before and after our interview, we talked about a lot more than wrestling. He has a number of 


other people call ‘good company." "* 


interests outside the ring that no one ever bothers to find out about. He's a good man, the kind of person 


Q: Could you retire now and live 
only on the money you've made in 
wrestling? 

A: | could live the rest of my lifle— 
and two or three other lives—on the 
money l've made. On the money 
I've spent, | think 1 could live 10 
‘more lifetimes (laughs). 

Q: What do you buy? What kinds of 
things do you call luxuries? 

A: | own this beautiful home. Of 
course, you could also call that an 
investment, but | do enjoy it very 
much. | think what you're asking 
me is what do | indulge in. Good. 
food. Good wine. | buy a lot of gifts 
or my friends. Obviously, | must 
spend a good deal of money on my 
clothes. | can't just walk into a store 
and buy off the rack. Thanks to me, 
my tailor's children are going to 
good schools (laughs). 

Q: It must cost a lot just to provide 
yourself with necessities. 

: Yes, everything has to be cus- 
tom-made: my clothes, my furniture, 
my cars, my home, everything. 
When | finally made enough money, 
| decided to buy some comfort for 
myself. So 1 had all my home fur- 


nishings custom-made. A normal- 
sized person would get swallowed 
up in my living room sofa. But my 
home makes me comfortable, and | 
think there should be at least one 
place where I feel comfortable. | just 
wish I could spend more time there. 
I'm on the road at least 11 months 
out of the year. 

Q: Where is it that you don't feel 
comfortable? 

A: Almost everywhere else. Hotel 
beds are always too small | can't 
tum over in them without falling out. 
1 can't go to movie theaters unless 1 
want to stand in the back. Traveling 
is very uncomfortable. | can't com- 
plain about my life, though, because 
| have it a lot better than most peo- 
ple, and that's because of what I do 
for a living. | might not be a profes- 
sional wrester if it weren't for my 
size. | really don't want it to seem 
like I'm complaining. 

Q: So you're enjoying your life. 
A: Sure. i's a very exciting life 
There's always something new: new 
Q: Are there stil challenges in the 
ring for you? 


A: There will always be one chal- 
lenge for me and that is my quest 
for a world championship. So far, it 
has eluded me. 
Q: Why is that? 
A: | think a great deal of iL has to 
do with me. I don't stay in one area 
long enough to receive the neces- 
Sary regional ranking, mainly be- 
cause | am in such demand all 
around the world. | haven't seriously 
‘campaigned for a tile. | have re- 
ceived a few title shots, however. 
Q: Besides Giant Baba, the champi- 
ons have been averagesized men. 
Do you think it is fair for them to 
have to defend against a man of 
your size? 
A: It is called the world's heavy- 
weight championship. There is no 
weight limit. They are obligated to 
defend the belt against the number 
one contender. | can't think of a 
better number one contender. Who 
have | lost to? 
Q: You've had title matches against 
Harey Race, Ric Flair, and Nick 
Bockwinkel What has prevented 
you from becoming champion? 
(Continued on page 58) 


YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD THE CLAWHOLD 


oA NNER 
2 


MR THAN. A. decade. ago, 
Blackjack Mulligan wrestled a 
newcomer in Chicago by the name 
of Nick Ragni. Mulligan was already 
an established star, but Ragni was a 
rookie, who had just 10 matches of 
professional experience. 

Only about three or four min- 
utes into the match, Mulligan 
clamped the clawhold on Ragni, 
lowering him to the canvas in an 
unconscious state. Ragni, with 
blood seeping from his mouth, was 
carried out of the ring on a 
stretcher. He never wrestled again. 

Like almost any dangerous wres- 
Ming hold, the daw can be an ef- 
fective finishing hold, or a poten- 
tially disastrous weapon of 
destruction. It all depends upon 
who is applying it. 

Throughout wrestling history, the 
clawhold has been used by scien- 
tific wrestlers and  rulebreakers 
alike. Kerry, Kevin, and David Von 
Erich, Bi ‘Mulligan, Barry 
Windham, Blackjack Lanza, Ted 
DiBiase, and Baron Von Raschke all 
use the claw today. 


There are some people who 
would like to see the clawhold 
banned throughout the world, just 
as the piledriver is banned in sev- 
eral states across the country. 


There are also people who feel that 
a ban on the claw is a ridiculous 
and un restriction on the 
wrestlers who use the hold. 

This article will outline the pros 
and cons of the proposal to ban 
the claw. At the end of the article, 
a ballot is provided for you to cast 
your vote to either ban the daw or 
retain it as a legal hold. The results 
of our fan poll will be printed in 
the Spring edition of Wrestling 64 
and will be forwarded to wrestling 
officals across the country. 
DONT BAN THE CLAW 

Legality. In law, if something 
has been considered legal and ac- 
ceptable for many years, it remains 
that way unless a law is passed to 
make it illegal. Applied to this ques- 
tion, the logic is if the clawhold has 
been for so many years, it 
should remain legal in the future— 
unless the commissions pass a law 
1o specifically outlaw it. What was 
allowed for wrestlers in the 1940s, 
1950s, 1960s, and 1970s ought to be 
allowed for wrestlers in the 1980s. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


BOB 
BACKLUND 


In April, May, and June of 1982, the attention of 
all wrestling fans was fixed upon New York's Madi- 
son Square Garden, as Bob Backlund and Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka engaged in a series of brutal 
struggles for Backlund's WWF title. 

The last of those matches, a violent bout that took 
place inside a 18foot high steel cage, will be re- 
membered for Snuka's daring "superfly leap" off 
the top of the cage. In an incredible show of wres- 
tling instincts, a weary Backlund rolled out of the 
way, and Snuka crashed to the canvas. The cham- 
pion then dragged himself through the cage door 
for the victory. 

Many things have changed since that tio of 
bouts in '82. Snuka parted company with Capt. Lou 
Albano and took former NWA and WWF champion 
Buddy Rogers as his new manager. Snuka has be- 


vs, JIMMY 


* SNUKA 


come the favorite of fans in the Northeast. In fact, in 
Wrestling 83's "Most Popular" ratings, Snuka stands 
at number four, while Backlund fills the ninth slot. 

Snuka is currently involved in a bloody feud with 


WWF Intercontinental champion Magnificent 
Muraco, and Backlund continues to defend his belt 
against rulebreakers like Sgt Slaughter, George 
Another matchup between Snuka and Backlund 
is something wrestling fans have been clamoring 
for since Snuka became a fan favorite. Backlund 
must feel at least a slight pang of jealousy when he 
hears the crowd's deafening cheers for the Fiji Is- 
land superstar. And it is Snuka's dream, as it is 
every other wrestler's, to be a champion. 

We have asked four experts to analyze this 
dream confrontation and pick a winner. 


Iu eos meno pega on h 
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assigned to open the gate when ei- 
ther man wanted to get out of the 
cage. It didn't seem to me so much a 


anything else that gave Backlund the strength to roll out 
the way when Snuka flew down from the top of the 


m 


Tve seen a marked change in the man since he left 
He wins his matches, but he no longer has what 
Graham called "the eye of the tiger.” Maybe 
edge off of Jimmy Snuka is all that Backlund 
to score his first convincing victory over the 


Hl 


i 


‘convincing 
Backlund and Amold Skoaland are hoping 


Hit 
i 


Dick Kroll has refereed more WWF title matches than 
any other man. 


runner's, but that doesn't do much for you in the ring. 
Snuka possesses more skills, and he executes his maneu- 
vers better. On an equal plane, say, if it was a nodis- 
qualification match, Snuka is the winner. Otherwise, give 
it to Backlund. The only thing he's learned in wrestling is 
how to use the title to his own advantage. 


an 


Snuka has his faults, too. If he depends on anything, it's 
that leap off of the tumbucide. Sure, it's a i 


that if he wants to win, he's going to have to surprise 
Backlund with something he's never seen before. I can 
see the match going either way. It will depend on who 
does the most work before he steps into the ring. 


‘The Grand Wizard has guided Stan Stasiak and Super- 
star Graham to the WWF championship and is regarded 
as a master of wrestling strategy. 


PAT 
PATTERSON 

This will be the match of the cen- 
tury, if it comes off. Snuka is at the 
top of his popularity, and Backlund 


cian in the ring, and he's taught a great deal of what he 
lmows to Jimmy. Just watching Snuka, you can see the 
Rogers influence, 

A lot of wrestlers leap from the tumbuckles, but no 
one does it quite like Jimmy Snuka. He's a talented man. 
Backlund is no slouch, either. He's dedicated in the gym, 
he's always in top physical condition, and he prepares 
for his matches. I'm sure he's been watching Snuka care- 
fully, and if this match comes off, he'll know everything 
there is to know about him. The only way either of them 
will win is if he wears the other down. Both Backlund and 
Snuka have tremendous reserves. IIl be tough, and 
they're so even, I cant pick a winner. 


Pat Patterson, a top wrestler and TV color commen- 
tator, has wrestled both Snuka and Backlund. 


to the title. 
change it quickly. 


believe he can do so. 


In this exclusive analysis he explains why 


Ric Flair is now only a contender 
THE FEAR OF FAILURE 


He doesn't like that status and he wants to 


After dominating the NWA for almost two years as its heavyweight champion, 
Former two-time champion Dusty Rhod 4 


ic Flair 
gain The Title 


From d 


y 


Cannot Re 
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rm n Fiir is in no way inferior to Race as a wrestler, but there are several reasons why Dusty Rhodes feels he 
e is a smart competitor, and an cannot take Race's tle. Fic successtuby applies a figure four lelock (above), but does he rely 100 much. 


even smarter champion. lm wiling o on fat hok? Fi dominates Roce outside the ring (sow) but is atthe place he wants 1o be wilh 
bet that hes studied every nuance of such an experienced champion? 

Flairs style. It showed in their tile 

match in St. Louis. lf not for Race 

ensive knowledge of the subtleties 
in Fairs style, he'd never have re 
gained the championship. 

Since the title change in June, Race 
has given Flair several remalches. Ive 
seen films of three of them, and 
they've each demonstrated vital strat 
gic errors on Flair's part 

In one match, Flair forced Race 
side the ring. Flair might have been 
following his emotions at that particular 
moment, but by taking the match out 
of the ring, he automatically risked dis- 
qualification (particularly after he blood- 
ied Race by smash 

ingpost) 

More than the risk of disqualii 
however, is the risk of personal 
Flair was able to wage a minor offen- 
sive attack on Race, but he was very 
lucky to be able to do so. Race is a 
dangerous man when it comes to ac- 
tion outside the ring; Ive got scars on 
my head that prove Ive learned that 
lesson. For Flair to bring the action 
outside the ring is a low percentage 

In another match, I noticed that Flair 

(Continued on page 50) 


automobile engine 84 feet 


pound. 
and put it down ona table. Big- 
deal. Crusher: 


this list. I wonder if this guy could 


TES Olympi heat chan 

pion, backlifted off the ground a ta- 
E EA 
lead safe on it, more than 6,200 
pounds. It says here that it's the 
heaviest weight ever lifted by a 
human. 


"Hell, that's nothing," Hogan de- 
clared as he closed the book and 
set it on the table next to him. “All 


he had to do was get that ta- X and show my stuff. I'm a profes- 
ble off the ground, and he sional wrestler, I don't have to de- 
had his whole back to help eF à N grade myself with stupid stunts 
him do it. I could beat ? like that to prove my ability toa 
that record in a minute J i 3 few ignorant fools. 
iflwied.” - "Ifpeople don't believe I'm 

So why doesn't Á d . the strongest man in the 
Hogan ny? world," Hogan added, 

“I don't have to, "that's their problem. I know 
he said proudly, “I'm thatit'sa fact, and anyone 
the world’s strongest ^ who doesn't accept that fact. 
athlete. I prove that I is simply missing out on ap- 
every me I step into |preciating the greatest body 
the wrestling ring in the world of professional 


spo: 
Hogan's claim to being the. 

world’s strongest athlete, though 
open for debate, could very well 
bea valid one (see accompanying 
story, "Strength In Numbers"). 
What can't be debated is the fact. 
that despite Hogan's strength, he 
has thus far failed to crm 


times for the AWA belt, and he al- 
ways manages to weasel out ofa 


vented me from entering the 
record books as such.” 

‘To be fair, the actions of Bock- 
eee 


championship must rest with Ho- 
gan himself. 

Looking objectively at Hogan's 
recent career, it becomes apparent 
that a combination of several fac- 
tors have prevented Hogan from 

achieving the status that the public 
‘expects of him—and that he ex- 


i 
TEG 


i 


spotlight. In the wake of hisap- 
pearance as the wrestler 
“Thunderlips” in the box office 
smash Rocky III, Hogan has spent a 
large amount of time considering 
offers for other film projects. "I 
would like to do another major 
film,” Hogan says, “but it's got to 
be the right kind of script. 

“Tve had all kinds of offers, and 
my appearance on the Johnny Car- 
son show helped boost my visibility 
as far as producers and directors 
are concemed. Also, the fact that 


Fact of life: Ifan athlete spends 
one day reading film scripts and 
considering movie deals, that’s one 
Jess day spent in training. 

Hogan spenta lot of time making 
Rocky III. He spenta lot of time 
traveling around the country pro- 
moting the fim. Asa result ofthe 
film's success, he's spending a lot 
of time thinking about his next ap- 


‘pearance on the silver screen. 

That's a lot of time that could 
have been spent in the gym. 

© His continual trips to Japan. 
Hogan's love of touring Japan is 
well known. "The people are spec- 
tacular," he says, "and they appre- 
ciate fine wrestling. I like to get 
over to Japan and wrestle for my 
fans there as often as possible. 

Hogan's been successful in Ja- 
pan. On his most recent trip, he 
scored one of the most important 
victories of his career, defeating 
Antonio Inoki in the final round of 
the annual Gran Prix tournament. 

But how can Hogan honestly feel 
that he's making a legitimate play 
for the AWA World title when he 
interrupts his campaign against 
Nick Bockwinkel to travel to Japan 
for months ata time? 

Continuity and tenacity is as im- 
portant in professional wrestling as 
physical conditioning. If Hogan is 
only going to challenge Bock- 
winkel on a sporadic basis, he 
might as well not challenge him at 
all. 

© His lack of self-confidence. 
Believe it or not, there are strong in- 
dications that the 6'8”, 320-pound 
Hulk Hogan is plagued by a severe 
lack of confidence. 

Because of his inability to capture 
Nick Bockwinkel's championship, 
Hogan announced a few months 
back that he was leaving the AWA 


area. "I hope you'll all forgive me, 
Hogan told his fans. "I failed. I'm 
sony.” 

Hogan went to Japan where he 
thought he could escape the shame 
he believed he brought upon him- 
self, but the AWA fans would not 
let him forget them. Dozens of peti- 
tions bearing thousands of signa- 
tures were forwarded to Hogan in 
Japan, and they reportedly played a 
large part in bringing Hogan back 
to the United States and the AWA. 
area. 

Hogan left because he felt he 
had disappointed his fans. Nick 
Bockwinkel would never allow the 
fans to make a decision for him in 
any manner whatsoever; that's part 
of what makes him a champion. 

When Hogan first became a pro 
wrestler, under the guidance of 
Fred Blassie, he never gave a 


Hogan's appearance with Sylvester Stallone in 
Rocky It could damage his career in the long run 


‘Hogan was frustrated by the technicalities by which Mick Bockwinkel retained his AWA championship 
{ebove). The Hulk needs to maintain the aggressiveness he shows against Crusher Blackwell (below) and 
Tot wory so much about the fans. 


thought to the fans. Though it would 
be unwise for him to revert toa 
tulebreaking style, he's got to 
become more independent of the 
fans and more sure of himself. 

© His penchant for getting in- 
volved in feuds. Every wrestler 
gets involved in feuds; it's a natural 
part of the sport of wrestling, a sport 
that is highly emotional by its very 
nature. 

But a wrestler of Hulk Hogan's 
caliber should set a goal for himself 


of one of those tangents would be 
the armwrestling competition he 
engaged in with Jesse Ventura. An- 
other would be Crusher 
Blackwell's bodyslam challenge. 
Hogan eventually slammed Black- 
‘well, but only after several months 
of wasteful verbal feuding between 
the two men. 


(Continued on page 59) 
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|| KABUKPS SADISTIC MISSION: 


Intent on savaging Jimmy 
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| “TLL MAKE 
| JIMMY VALIANT 
SHARE MY PAIN" 


Valiant’ a 
hands across the “Boogie Woogie Man's" face. 


a worse condiüon than his own, Kabul rips his 


HE DRESSING ROOM was de- 
one had left A re 
porter, realizing he left his ape re 
corder behind, retumed to darkened 
area. He was startled by a noise com- 
ing from the bathroom. He walked to: 
ward the sound 

There he saw the Great Kabuki with- 
out his makeup. The man, his face 
hideously scarred years ago in a Hot 
Coals Match in his native Singapore, 
gently ran his fingers across his 
ured flesh. It 
was intimate with the feel of each i 
of liverish flesh and mottled skin. The 
look in Kabuki's eyes told volumes of 
the man's pain and insecurities. It's 

nge to think of wrestling's most 
feared star, the man able to burn his 
opponent by spewing a mysterious 
reen fog, as a man tom by the sorrow 
a disfigured appearance. The re- 
rter said nothing and tore himself 
the scene before Kabuki no- 
id him. The man felt he had spied 
upon and violated some very private 


In the parking lot, the reporter found 


Ma 


away fror 


himself waiting in his car. Only one 
other automobile was there, and the 
porter guessed who owned it. Sure 


enough, 10 minutes later Kabuki was 

alking toward the car. Thinking 
about it later, the reporter realized he 
couldn't swear that it was Kabuki 
What he saw was a man he assumed 
to be Kabuki quickly walking toward 
the car. The man's face was covered 
by a cowl and he was staring down 
Kabuki, unafraid of so many th 
fearless in t was terrified o 


pen. as taping a tele- 

the world how 
It was nothing 
u'd expect a sci- 
about a rule 
breaker. Kabuki sat in a comer, barely 

le to hear the w. He was 
noming it when Valiant went one 
ntence too far. 

m gonna wipe off his makeup," 
Valiant screamed, “and show the world 
how ugly hx 

k's body tensed as if he were 
| being assaulted by electric shock. Even 

Kabuk's manager, Gary Hart, was 
| stunned by the reaction. Kabuki leaped 
off his chair and ran t 


His eyes glowed with a bloodlust so 
intense that Valiant involuntarily took a 
step backward. 

Kabuki got close to Jim and then let 
him have it. His fog bumed Valiant's 
eyes and flesh. Then Kabuki went after 
his fallen foe with everything he had. It 
was a brutal exhibition of wrestling sav 
agery. It took six wrestlers to break up 
the melee. Gary Hart was so 
that he didn't even interfere, H 
stood there, awestruck by the outburst 

That started the war. In match after 
match, Kabuki tried to scar and disfig. 
ure Jim Valiant. Although Kabuki 
speaks no English, the hatred in his 
eyes seemed to shout at Valiant, "I'U 
make you look worse than me!" The 
look in Kabuki's eyes was more fright- 
ening than words could ever be. 

At one point during the war, Hart 
hurled a ball of fire at Valiant, burning 
the man’s face in several places. Ka- 
buki then jumped on his victim and 
tore at the seared flesh. Looking at 
Hart, it was obvious this was not the 
managers idea. This was Kabuki's 
campaign and Hart was simply taking 
orders. 

Valiant tried to protect himself. He 
soon took to wearing goggles into the 
ring, hoping this would protect his eyes 
from the blinding agonies of the green 
fog. It worked until Kabuki wrenched 
the goggles off Jim's head and sent 
the smoke searing into Valiant's fa 
‘Again and again, Valiant had to wrestle 
while suffering the most horrible pain 
Still, Kabuki wasn't satisfied. Valiant 
was neither permanently scarred nor 
driven from wrestling. The brutal war 


Kabok wail rarely use his deadly nunchakus in the ring (eft), but for Valiant he might make an exception. 
After slamming 3 chair over Kabulis head, Valant threatens to do the same to Gary Hart (above) 


Jimmy Valiant may have made the worst mistake of his life 

when he publicly mocked Kabuki's hideous scars. Kabuki is 

now determined to scar Valiant in the same manner. And he 
is mad enough to keep trying until he succeeds 


—g 


Though Valiant regrets having insulted Kabuki's permanent scars, he refuses to apologize. He knows he 
is in a war with a crazy man. And he knows he is going to have to do some things he wouldn't ordinarily 


do to win ths war 
continued. 

There was a horrible fascination to 
these matches. Valiant was finding a 
strength he never knew he had, a 
determination that came from the very 
core of his being. He'd been in feuds 
before, but this was something danger- 
ously special. No one would have 
blamed him if he left the area. He 
stayed. 

This is the test," Valiant admitted, 
“the war where | really see what I've 
got if | left, then I'd always know 
what could beat me. | can't live like 
that. If | run from Kabuki's craziness, 
Tl be running all my life. Let him 


come and try to do his worst. I'll do 


my damndest to stop him. Thats 
about all a man can ask of himself. 

“Yeah, 1 know Kabuki's crazy. | also 
know you can never defeat a crazy 
man. He doesn't know when he's 
beaten. | wish this thing never began. 
But | can't wish Kabuki away. | can 
only hope he's sane enough to admit 
he can't scar me for life. 

"I used to think Hart could control 
Kabuki. That used to be true. Now 
Hart just sits there and watches. Ka- 
buki is out of control. | wouldn't be 
surprised if Hart ditched him. Look at 
Hart's face the next time Kabuki goes 
animal. Hart is scared! 

(Continued on page 54) 
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TOMMY RICH: 


There Is No Future— 


[T SEEMED A certainty that the Na 

tional ight championship 
tournament in May would see Larry 
Zbyszko and Tommy Rich in the 
finals. Fans came from all over the 
country to witness what they hoped 
would be the crowning of Tommy 
Rich as National heavyweight king. 
Those hopes were dashed almost 
immediately. 

Though Tommy Rich won in the 
first round against Super Destroyer, 
he was eliminated at the same time. 
Suy had handed Rich 
Suh a Econ) Eeaing that when 1 
came time for Tommy to wrestle in 
the second round against Larry Zbys- 
zko, he could stand. Tommy 
was forced to concede the match to 
z », the eventual winner of the 
tournament. Fans were stunned. A 
few were seen to weep. Once again, 
Tommy Rich failed to realize his 
promise. Fans, investing their love in 
this popular young man, suffered 

another heartbreaking loss. 

The next match had barely gotten 
underway when spectators began 
making the excuses: "Tommy had a 
bad break.” “The referee should 
have prevented it” “He gave it ev- 
erything he had, didn't he?” And of 
course there was the phrase that has 
become so repasive to Rich fans 
“Hell win it net time” 

The future match in 
the promise will be real- 
the hopes will be rewarded, 


golden era of wrestling will 
throughout the land. It's a 


tter of almost religious faith to the 


y to lose if you don't giv 


Back in his dressing room, Rich 
stared tones Hewes 
dressed before most of the other 


wrestlers had been eliminated. 
When the dressing room began to 
fill with the losers of subsequent 
matches, Rich made his exit. He left 
alone. Watching him leave was Stan 
Hansen, a friend of Tommy's and 
one of the most perceptive minds in 
wrestling. 

“He's getting used to it," Stan told 
no one in particular. “He keeps 
thinking that he can win the next 
One. He figures there's no such 
thing as now or never. The fans 
keep cheering him, he keeps com- 
manding title shots, and he has all 
that natural talent. He's wrestling like 
it's assured he'll When he 
doesn't, it floors him. Tommy can't 
see what's happening.” 

Standing next to Hansen was Mr. 
Wrestling ll. The masked grappler 
kept nodding his head as Stan 
spoke, as if Hansen were putting 
GIU ves 
silence for a few moments, then the 
masked wrestling star spoke in a 
quiet voice. 

"When I was younger," he began, 
"1 always envied guys like Tommy. 
He's one of the golden boys, the 
ones incapable of failing, | think 
that’s why the fans immediately 
adored him. There was a confidence 
about him, an ease that comes from 
assuming success. Whatever he did 
became the latest style. You want to 
be around him, as if you could share 
his aura. Victory came naturally. 
Yeah, | used to envy guys like 
Tommy. Then ! joined the real 
world. 

“When you battle against the best, 
nothing comes easy. Even the best 
have t0 work to stay on top. More 
important, you have to want to win. 
You can't expect it as if it were your 
due. You have to have the bloodlust. 
1 think the bloodlust comes from 
working at it, assuming you're going 
everything 
you've got. The golden boys | used 
to envy never had the bloodlust. 
When things got rough, they drifted 
along, taking the easy way out. It 


He Must Win Now! 


was too late when they realized the meh cres out from the pain of Masked Super- 
real world makes you work for what star's legiock (above). Tommy won the maich œe- enjoy seeing him, will cheer him on 
you get. You have to learn that les- 10w}, but he sustained serious ines in dong 50. a they would a friend, and it won't 
son. Most of us are lucky; we learn be a bad life. It's a perfectly accept- 
it when we're young. The golden able life.” 
boys learn it too late. The other wrestlers nodded. Han- 
“Tommy has to learn it now. sen turned to his two companions 
Maybe tonight will be the shock he and asked, “How long do you think 
needs. The fans were ready to crown before it’s too late?” 
him champion. He was ready to ac- Both Mr. Wrestling Il and Garvin 
cept. Then Super Destroyer showed started to say something but caught 
him this wasn't a popularity contest. themselves. When a reporter asked 
Tommy thought he'd win this one them if they'd answer the question, 
by acclaim. Wrestling doesn’t work both shook their heads. Garvin ex- 
that way. plained, “You can't put a timetable 
“Tommy is on the brink. He’s a on a fellow wrestler. It just isn’t fair.” 
golden boy facing what it means to The reporter was persistent. He 
be a man. For perhaps the first time asked for a ballpark figure, a loose 
in his life, Tommy has to see what it estimate on how long before Rich 
means to overcome adversity. He risks becoming merely a very good, 
has to call on determination he but not championshipaliber, wres- 
never needed before. He can't keep tler. Finally, Hansen replied, “Maybe 
waiting to win the next one. Its Tommy needs to see it in print. He 
come time that he wins this one.” pens, the fans will always love needs a slap in the face. Put this at 
“He can always take the easy way Tommy. That's his gift. He can goon the end of our conversation. Get it 
out,” Ronnie Garvin interjected. The for years living off the fans’ adore exactly as | say it Tommy Rich 
two wrestlers turned to Garvin as he tion. Eventually, it won't matter to doesn't have tomorrow. He has to 
explained. “No matter what hap anyone that he won't win a big title forget about winning next time. He 
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or keep it for long if he does. They'll 


has to win this one." 

"Before you end this,” Mr. Wres- 
tling Il insisted, “we should make it 
clear that we're not talking behind 
Tommy's back. This is something his 
friends have been saying to him for 
a while. | was disappointed that 
Tommy dropped out so early to- 
night, but | wasn't surprised. | told 
that to Tommy this evening. We care. 
about the man very much. Only a 
professional wrestler can fully appre- 
ciate his awesome natural abilities. 
Only a professional wrestler can be 
furious that these abilities may be 
wasted.” 

The other two wrestlers nodded in 
agreement. They then left the arena 
and went their separate ways. They 
had also lost in the tournament that 
night, but there was a difference be 
tween them and Rich. For the three 
grapplers, losing is a fact of life, a 
Constant enemy that must be con- 
quered again and again. For Tommy, 
losing is a shock. It never occurs to 
Tommy that he could lose, which is 
why he never gives defeat the re- 
spect it demands, Not taking the en. 


emy seriously is the surest way to 
defeat. Tommy has never under- 
stood that. 

It would be wrong not to include 
Tommys thoughts in this article 
Several months after the tourna- 
ment, while Zybyzko remains Na 
tional champion, Tommy sits in a ho- 
tel room. He is more serious than 
ever before. The cockiness that is so 
appealing isn’t evident. He looks 
back on the past several months and 
is scared. We waited several months 
before conducting this interview be- 
Cause there was a chance Tommy 
would win the belt and prove his 
friends’ worries groundless. After 
several failed attempts by Tommy to 
take Larry's belt, he couldn't deny 
the wisdom of Hansen, Garvin, and 
Mr. Wrestling Il 

Yeah," Tommy responds, “I've 
heard Mr. Wrestling I's golden boy 
theory. It’s true as far as it goes. I've 

blessed. Things have 
easy for me. | always figure ll win 
ntually. | call it 
know they mean well. But I've been 
very successful doing things my way 


been come 


ev confidence. 1 


Ive been National champion, I've 
been NWA World champion. | 
haven't done too badly. 

"Sure it bothers me that | haven't 
won a title in a long while. It bothers 
me more that I lost the NWA title in 
five days. That's a disgrace I've never 
been able to make right. Yeah, | 
guess you can say my confidence 
was shaken a little. But the point is I 
did win the title. Not many other 
wrestlers can say that 

^m not ready to push the panic 
button yet. I'm not desperate, but 1 
guess you could say I'm anxious. For 
the first time in my life, | feel 1 have 
to prove something. | never had to 
do that before. Success was always 
there for me. 

1 don't want to be the fans’ pet, 
the guy they like even though he 
never wins the big one. I don't want 
to be known as a guy who does his 
best, only it's never enough. I don't 
want to be known as a loser. And | 
won't be’ 

With that, Tommy gets up and 
opens the door. The interview is 


over. The time for talking is past. C 


p 


regain it 


În the summer of 1979, Tommy 
Rich was the recipient of a rare 
honor. 

AL that time, our sister publica 
tion Inside Wrestling, so inspired 
by the potential of this young su- 
perstar, awarded Tommy a trophy 
with the inscription “Future 
Champion." 

“it is by far the biggest thrill of 
my fife,” Rich said at the time. 
“When the editors of a national 


A Damaging Prophecy? 


ich tulfiled the prophecy of a world championship when he defeated Harley Race for the NWA tte in 
1901, He lost the belt back to Face five days later, however, and has been fostrated in his attempts to 


magazine say you cant miss, it 
does a lot for your confidence. If 1 
ever win a major championship, 
and apparently there are people 
who think I'm good enough to do 
it, | just hope the joy | experience 
an match this moment” 

Rich had the opportunity to ex- 
perience that joy less than two 
years later when, on April 27, 1981, 
he defeated Harley Race in Au- 
gusta, Georgia, to capture the NWA 


World heavyweight belt. 

It was a joyous time for Rich, but 
the sweet taste of success soon 
turned sour. Four days later, Race 
regained the title in Gainesville, 
Georgia 

Rellecting on presenting Rich 
with the "Future Champion" tro- 
phy, Wrestling 83 Executive Editor 
Peter King now feels that the award 
might have had long-term negative 
effects on his career. "That's a lot 
of pressure to place on a young 
man,” King said. "It's hard to think 
about the pressures Tommy has 
faced without thinking that we 
might have had a significant part in 
adding to those pressures. We 
thought we were honoring Tommy 
by naming him ‘Future Champion, 
and instead we may have cursed 
him. 

Pressure. It’s a way of life for a 
professional wrestler. Dealing with 
pressure, however, is the first and 
most important step to capturing 
and — maintaining a world 
championship. 

“We haven't given out a Future 
Champion’ trophy since the one 
we gave Tommy,” King said, “and 


we won't be giving out any in the 
future. The pressures of being a 


successful wrestler are great 
enough without us adding to 
them." a 


CROSSFIRE 


BILL APTER: We are talking to An- 
gelo Mosca, a man whose life re- 
Cenlly underwent a radical change. 
Until a short time ago, Angelo was 
one of the most cruel rulebreakers in 
the sport. After his son, Angelo Jr. 
was attacked by Kevin Sullivan and 
Mark “Purple Haze” Lewin, Angelo 
Sr. decided that the ways of the rule- 
breaker were not for him. 

DAN SHOCKET: Lewin and Sullivan 
deny they attacked Mosca's son. They 
were going after Barry Windham, a 
noble endeavor, and Mosca's son got 
in the way. The lad should have ex- 
pected to be hurt interfering in some- 
thing like that. 

ANGELO MOSCA: That's not the 
way I saw it. Even if they didn't 
intend to hurt my son, they could 
have stopped. They saw him and 
went after him with a spike. They 
could have killed him! 
SHOCKET: Please, sir, lets not get 
melodramatic. 

APTER: You call being attacked with 
a sharp spike melodramatic? 
SHOCKET: If Sullivan or Lewin really 
wanted to do damage to the boy, he 
wouldnt be wrestling today. They 
threw a scare into him, and uninten- 
tionally threw a scare into his father. 
MOSCA: They threw more than a 
‘scare into me. Actually, I'm grate- 
ful for what they did. It made me 
examine my life. I was injuring 
people for no reason, simply to be 
regarded as fearsome. There was 
no sport in what I did. When I 
saw my own tactics turned against 
someone I love, it shocked some 
sense into me. I had to exact some 
revenge against a scum like The 
Purple Haze. I had to teach him 
and his leader Sullivan a lesson 
that they would never forget. Now 
Tm someone my son can respect. 
SHOCKET: You're not earning his re- 


spect; youre patronizing him. This 
isnt some cute little recreation you 
enjoy on weekends. If the kid is seri- 
ous about wrestling, he should realize 
its a serious business. You're hiding 
that fact from him. When be finds 
out, it may be too late. 

MOSCA: I won't let that happen. 
SHOCKET: That isn't being patroniz- 
ing? In wrestling, youre on your own. 
What kind of wrestler will be be if he 
gets in trouble and has to call for his 
daddy? You're setting him up to be a 
wimp or a failure. 


APTER: Thats a despicable thing to 
say, Dan. Teaching a man to win by 
respecting the rules is the finest thing 
a father can do for a son. No matter 
what you say, wrestling can be and is 
a sport for gentlemen. Angelo should 
be honored for what he's done. 

SHOCKET: The only thing Angelo 
has done is to break up one of the 


ANGELO MOSCA 


Senior Editor Bill Apter is one of the most respected journalists in all of professional 

wrestling. Associate Editor Dan Shocket, who supports the views of the rulebreaking 

establishment, is one of the most hated. Each issue they'll grill another wrestler about 
hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


finest tag teams in wrestling history. 
When he wrestled with Bobby 
Duncum, under JJ. Dillon, he was 
contributing a great deal to wrestling. 
T wonder how much.losing the Global 
tag team title had to do with his 
"conversion." 
MOSCA: Then I'll tell you. We lost 
the title because I was too 
ashamed to defend it. I realize that 
now. I saw what Dillon was mak- 
ing me and Duncum do. We dis- 
graced tag team wrestling with 
‘our intentional cruelty. We would 
go after guys with twoby-fours, 
for gosh sakes! There's no excuse 
or reason for that. | went along 
because I couldn't argue with suc- 
cess. Then I started to argue, re- 
alizing the success was built on 
false values. It never occurred to 
me why I was angry when my son 
saw the matches. | was ashamed 
to have him see what I was doing. 
No father could be proud for his 
son to witness those tactics. 
SHOCKET: Just because you lost the 
belly for winning, dont hide your 
cowardice behind your son. The go- 
ing got too rough and your son is a 
perfect excuse. Duncum told me he 
could see it coming. You got scared 
when so many wrestlers vowed re- 
venge. Rather than face them, you 
joined them. 
MOSCA: I couldn't have asked for 
a better example of your warped 
mentality. To you, integrity is 
cowardice. It's impossible to admit 
a mistake. An act done from love 
is obviously a trick. 
SHOCKET: Would it be easier for 
you to continue if I played a violin? 
APTER: Oh, c'mon Dan. You've been 
around wrestling almost as long as I 
have. You should know better. It's 
ridiculous to assume hes going to 
(Continued on page 57) 
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- "| had to exact some revenge against a scum like The Purple Haze. 
" hed to teach him and his leader Sullivan a lesson that they would never forget. 


Li n ri d Atc 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 


MR. WRESTLING I 


'NSIDE THE WRESTLING RING, there is no more 

formidable an opponent than Mr. Wrestling II 
“The Million Dollar Knee,” as much a legend in 
professional wrestling as Buddy Rogers’ figure-four 
leglock or Edouard Carpentier's dropkick, has sent 
many a wrestler back to the dressing room to con- 
template the meaning of defeat. 

But outside the wrestling ring, Mr. Wrestling II is 
not unlike any man who is successful in his chosen 
profession. He enjoys spending time at home, re- 
laxing in his backyard, perhaps throwing a few 
burgers on the gnill, and maybe taking a cooling 
swim in his pool. 

Wrestling 83 Senior Editor Bill Apter recently 
spent a day at Wrestling II's home near Atlanta. 

“I was impressed by the fact that Wrestling II is 
able to relax at home,” Apter reported. “I suspect 


many wrestlers cany a lot of bittemess and hatred 
with them wherever they go. I's almost a neces- 
sary byproduct of being involved in this sport, 

"But Wresting I is different,” Apter continued. 
“He's able to leave his feuds behind him, in the 
ring where they belong. Its entirely possible that 
his ability to separate business from pleasure is 
what has allowed him to last so long in this sport. I 
respect him greatly for being able to do that. 

“Nevertheless, he can't escape wrestling com- 
pletely,” Apter noted. “I did catch him at poolside 
reading a back issue of one of our sister publica- 
tions, Wrestling Superstars. He collects old wres- 
ting magazines voraciously." 

We hope you enjoy this rare glimpse of Mr, 
Wrestling Il at home as much as everyone at Wres- 
ding 83 enjoys bringing it to you. 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 


FACTS & FIGURES 
Age: 23 

Height: 510" 

Weight: 242 
Hometown: 

St. Petersburg, Florida 
Years As Pro: 4 


Biggest Match: 
Draw with Ronnie Garvin 


Immediate Goals: 
Win over a top 10 heavyweight 


Long-Range Goal: 
lational heavyweight championship 
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Ric Flair vs. 


Harley Race 


(Continued from page 33) 


was too anxious to apply the figure- 
four leglock. It's a good hold, and Flair 
uses it well. It won him the second fall 
in the twooutohree falls match 
where Race won the title, but he relies 
on it too much. 

Mf an opponent is relatively certain 
Flair is going to be trying to maneuver 
him into a position to apply the figure- 
four, he's going to gear his entire de- 
ense to avoiding that one hold The 
figurefour is Flairs best hold, but for it 
to be completely effective, it has to be 
unexpected. 

In a third match, I noticed something 
that is maybe the biggest flaw in Fairs 
style. 

‘Several times Flair was in a position 
where he could have used a particular 
maneuver or hold that, applied the 


right way, could have resulted in a pin. 
These golden opportunities were not 
taken advantage of. | groaned while I 
was watching the films, because 1 saw 
these gifts that Race was offering Flair 
that Flair refused to accept. 

Flair is too good a wrestler not to 
have seen the opportunities. Why then 
did be fail to react? 

The explanation | came up with 
might shock a few of you. And I know 
it's going to shock Flair, because he is 
not in control of his subconscious men- 
tal process. But | honestly believe that 
Flair is afraid to win the belt again. 

It’s happened to me before. | went 
through a lot of soulsearching both 
times I lost the World title. You con- 
stantly ask yourself why you lost. 

Flairs got to be asking himself why 


he doesn't win. Again, | think he's 
afraid to win. 

His first title reign was a distin- 
guished one, I have to admit it. It was 
the longest reign since Race himself 
wore the belt for 24 years back in 
1977, 1978, and half of 1979. 

Flairs first title reign is a hard act to 
follow, and I think Ric is worried about 
it. Hell, I only had the belt for five days 
the first time. So after that, | knew I 
couldn't do any worse my second time. 
around. 


Race's raw power cannot be underestimated (op- 
poste lef. Few wresüers gel up after being 
needropped by the champion (above). 


But Flair’s got to be afraid. If that 
second title reign doesn't at least match 
up to the first, it’s going to be proof in 
Flair’s mind that perhaps he didn't de- 
serve to wear the belt for two years in 
the first place. 

Thats a devastating blow to a pro- 
fessional athlete's ego, no matter how 
secure or well adjusted he may be. 

Tm willing to bet the ranch that Flair 
will wear the belt again someday, but 
its going to take some time. He's got 
to take some steps back, reassess him- 
self, and decide that he wants to risk 
his reputation for another dose of the 
spotlight. He's got to overcome his fear 
of failure. 

In the meantime, Flair can wrestle 
Race all he wants. Hell never win the 
title o 
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‘Am | scared? Let's just say | ap- 
preciate the dangers." 

If he could do it over, 
insulted Kabuki? 

1 can't have it over again," Valiant 
says, "'so why think about it? | will say 
something, though. It was a cheap 
shot. The man should be insulted on 
any number of things. | have no sym- 
pathy for him. But a scarred face is 
Something that tortures him all his life 
For me io hit at him about it was 
wrong. If it was anybody but Kabuki, 
I'd apologize. 

Various officials have discussed the 
matter and there's a chance these 


would he have 


— 
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Kabuki vs. Valiant 


(Continued from page 39) 


Valant unwisely places his hands behind his back and invites Kabuki, a master of the martial arts, to 


matches will be stopped. The violence. 
is getting too raw and the stakes are 
getting too high. As one official stated, 
"You can't tell me seeing a man get 
his face scarred is sport. Every so of- 
ten, a bloodlust surfaces in wrestling, 
and this is worse than I've ever seen it 
It's up to us to put a stop to these 
horror battles.” 

Other officials are against interfering 
They argue that neither man is being 
forced to wrestle. Both are profes 
Sionals and know the risks better than 
anyone else. The matches are fascinat- 
ing as well as savage, Perhaps they 
aren't the cleanest matches, but 


The Boogie Woogie Man prepares to pounce on a fallen Kabuki outside the ring (above let Kabuki ties 


in vain to free himself from Valant's grasp (above fight) 


"here's no denying they have a strange 
magnificence. To stop these battles 
would deprive wrestling of one of its 
most awesome spectacles. 

"We always have to push the lim- 
its," an official said, "so we know 
where those limits are. A great writer 
once said, "You never know you've had 
enough until you've had too much.” If 
Kabuki and Valiant want to explore the 
boundaries of violence, it's not for us 
to stop them until we're absolutely 
sure they've gone too far. These men 
are more than professionals. They are 
athletes dedicating their lives to a 
Sport. It’s up to us to allow them to 


make any reasonable sacrifice. 


Valiant sinks to his knees under the force of Kabu- 
e's strategically placed fingers 


‘Of course I'll feel horrible if Valiant 
is permanently scarred. No, I'm not 
sure I'd like to be there if it happens. 
And lm not totally comfortable with 
what I've been saying. There's no right 
‘or wrong. There are only choices, and 
it's my job to make them." 

As for Kabuki, he trains religiously. 
Hart says he's been working in secret 
on a more powerful green fog. Sources 
say Hart is also working on a plan to 
get Valiant, simply to end this crusade. 
After it's over, the sources say, Hart 
thinks he can control Kabuki again 

As for the reporter, he recalls the 
sight of Kabuki gently fingering the 
scarred flesh of his face. He also re- 
calls, far more vividly, the sense of 
loneliness he felt watching the cowled 
Kabuki, hiding from the world, walking 
through the parking lot. a 
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You Decide: Ban The Claw? 


(Continued from page 29) 


Also, if the commissions decide to 
ban one hold, where would it stop? 
Would campaigns to ban the figure- 
four leglock, or even the headlock, 
soon follow? 

@Faimess. If only the claw is 
banned, it would be unfair to the 
wrestlers who have built successful 
careers on its use. Some in favor of 
banning the claw have suggested a 
compromise: Make the clawhold ille- 
gal for all wrestlers who turn pro 
after January 1, 1984. This would al- 
low wrestlers who have used the 
claw all along to continue using it 
while preventing all new wrestlers 
from using the hold. Eventually, 
those wrestlers still using the claw 
would retire and the hold would no 
longer be used by anyone. There 
would be a period of time, perhaps 
as much as 30 years, however, where 
some wrestlers would be allowed to 
use the claw and others would not. 
Such a plan is dearly unfair to the 
rookies. There just doesn't seem to 
be any fair way to ban the clawhold. 

© Excitement. Distasteful as it may 
seem, many people go to an auto 
Tace to see a crash, to a boxing 
match to see a knockout, or to a 
wrestling match to see a man writhe 
under the pain of a hold like the 
daw. To ban the claw would be to 
eliminate one of the sport’s most ex- 
Citing holds. lf a fan pays his hard- 
‘eared money to attend a match, he 
is entitled to as much action as the 
wrestlers can produce. To restrict 
that action would be unfair. 

This may seem like a convincing 
collection of arguments in favor of 
maintaining the clawhold’s legality, 
but there is another side of the 
question to be considered. 


Mail ballot to: 
Ban The Claw//Wrestling 83 
Box 48 


Rockville Centre, New York 11571 


(OYES! The clawhold is sadi: 


BAN THE CLAW 

Injury. Any hold or maneuver 
that causes permanent, irreversible 
injuries erode banned immedi- 
ately. True, wrestling is a brutal 
sport, and the men who choose to 
become professional wrestlers un- 
derstand this going in, but there has 
to be a way to avoid the kind of 
damage the claw can cause. A par- 
ticularly brutal figurefour can break 
a leg; the claw can cause permanent 
brain damage. 

* Legality. People in favor of ban- 
ning the claw claim that a hold 
shouldn't be considered legal for- 
ever just because it's been accepted 
in the past. They point to the ban- 
ning of the piledriver as an example. 
After years of being a legal hold, the 
piledriver was banned in several 
States because of the maneuver's 
great potential to cause serious in- 
jury. Similarly, there is a tremendous 
potential for injury when the claw- 
hold is used. Perhaps it should be 
banned on a state-by-state basis as a 
prelude to a worldwide ban, 

© Disgust. Just as some wrestling 
fans go to the matches because of 
the possibility that a wrestler will be 
carried out on a stretcher, at least an 
equal number of fans attend the 
matches to see wrestlers engage in 
sportsmanlike contests of scientific 
wrestling prowess. The use of the 
claw, and the sight of the damage it 
can inflict, is disgusting to these 
fans, and they should not have to be 
forced to watch such atrocities. 

These are the major arguments in 
favor of keeping the clawhold and in 
favor of banning it. Now it is time 
for you to decide which side you 
support. a 


ic and disgusting. Ban it now! 


ONO! The clawhold should remain legal. There's no reason to ban it! 


Crossfire 


(Continued from page 44) 


have an easier time of it now, Angelo 
has Dillon and all the Florida rule- 
breakers after him. Sullivan and 
Lewin are also intent on getting him. 
Angelo has courageously challenged. 
some of the the most ruthlessly dan- 
gerous men in professional sports. 
‘And you dare call him a coward! 
SHOCKET: || never ceases to as- 
tound me that you don't choke on 
your pomposity. Without ranting, let's 
‘examine the facts. Mosca is bravely 
standing with one of the largest forces 
in professional wrestling. More and 
more men are being imported to, as 
you would say, clean up Florida. In 
the last month alone, Ron Bass has 
had to take on a slew of enemies 
Mosca should be fighting back those 
men along with Bass. Instead, he 
joined the majority. 
MOSCA: That's not true. 
SHOCKET: Sure. Bass is working too 
hard because inactivity bores him. 
MOSCA: Is that what Dillon told 
you? If you packaged that, you 
could fertilize half the world. Bass 
is overworked, true, but not be- 
cause of me. That's Dillon's idea. 
He's setting Ron up. I've seen it 
happen with other wrestlers. He 
works them until they burn out. 
Then suddenly he’s got a new 
boy, fresh and eager to take ad- 
vantage of the ruined wrestier’s 
groundwork. Bass should know 
better. You can't blame that on 
l me. 


SHOCKET: Do you really expect us 
to believe Dillon would ruin so valu- 
able a wrestler as Bass? 

|. MOSCA: He's done it before. 
SHOCKET: Name them. 

APTER: Don't. We know who they 
are, but some of the fans might not 
These guys deserve the chance to try 
to eam a living. If we start naming 


Mosca attacks Lewin with the Haze's own spike, 


‘8s Dusty Rhodes holds off Kevin Sulivan. 


names, promoters wont hire them. 
They've suffered enough. 
SHOCKET: This is ridiculous. You 
make unfounded accusations and 
then pretend you're too noble to back 
them up. But by your warped stan- 
dards, it's all right to just casually ruin 
the reputation of one of wrestling’s 
top managers. 

APTER: There comes a time when 
the press has a certain responsibilty. 
The whole truth doesn't always serve 
the best interests of the people in- 
volved, You have to exercise editorial 
responsibility. 
SHOCKET: That's good, Bil. And of 
‘course you know which truth the 
public should know. ls it the truth, 
with a capital T" or the truth ac- 
cording to Apter and Mosca? 
MOSCA: I take back the accusa- 
tion then. I know which men Bill 
means and I wouldn't want to hurt 
them. I've hurt too many people 


already. 
SHOCKET: We can assume youre 
not referring to the wrestlers in Flor- 
ida whom you used to call your 
friends but have now betrayed. 
MOSCA: 1 haven't betrayed any- 
one! Dillon declared war on me, 
pal Even then I hesitated. | still 
thought of those guys as my 
friends. But they wouldn't let it 
rest. This war isn’t my idea. 
SHOCKET: How do you expect them 
to treat traitors? 

MOSCA: Do you remember when 
you stopped trying to know the 
facts and simply started baiting 
people with cheap lies? 

APTER: On that note, we will end 
this interview. Thank you, Angelo 
Mosca. [s] 
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chamoionship status. 


A: Champions will do anything to 
hold on to their titles. They'll get 
themselves disqualified, counted 
out, or they'll throw their opponent 
over the top rope. In the case of the 
few title shots I've received, either a 
disqualification or the time limit 
ended them. it's unfortunate that | 
couldn't win the tile when I had the 
chance, because not many champi- 
‘ons want to put the titles on the line 
against the Giant. 

Q: So while you wait for another 
tile shot, what keeps you mot- 
vated? What other challenges are 
there? 

A: There are always going to be 
wrestlers out there who are out to 
get me. They all want to beat Andre. 
the Giant. They boast and brag on 
TV about how they can beat me. 
Q: But can you really consider them 
competition? Can you consider any- 
‘one competition? 

A: Yes. There are men out there 
who offer me a degree of compe- 
tition. Unfortunately, they defeat 
themselves before they get into the 
Ting with me. 

Q: How so? 

A: They train to battle a giant, but 
they never train to battle a wrestier. 
They fall into a trap. They fail to see 


Race's head is barely visible in the massive arms of Andre the Giant during an NWA Word title 
Miami. in the few te matches he's received, technicalties have deprived the undeteated 
word 


that I'm also a very capable, skilled 
wrestler. And, in the end, that's 
what usually beats them: the wres- 
tier, not the giant. 
Q: You're proud of your wrestling 
skills. 
A: | am. And that’s why I get so 
mad when people overlook the fact 
that | can wrestle. And everyone 
does it, not only my opponents, but 
television commentators, fans, and 
the press, too. They forget. But | 
make them remember. When they 
forget, it's always to my advantage. 
John Studd fell into the trap. 
Q: Studd underestimated you? 
A: | don't know if it was a case of 
‘Studd underestimating me as much 
as him not knowing my style, or 
maybe not wanting to know. In a lot 
of cases, my opponents, especially 
the other big men who wrestle mo, 
don't want to believe that | can 
move as well as | do. Maybe its 
because they don't move well 
Maybe it's because they have to be- 
lieve that they're better than | am 
before they step into the ring with 
me. 
Q: You did something that no one 
else has managed to do. You 
bodyslammed Studd. Was the prize 
(Continued on page 62) 


Hulk Hogan 


(Continued from page 37) 


‘Most recently, Hogan involved 
himself in.a feud with Mr. Saito, who 
after leading the AWA fans into be- 
lieving he had reformed and be- 
come a scientific wrestler, attacked 
Hogan without provocation. 

One can readily understand Ho- 
gan's anger in this situation. Ifhe is 
going to be a champion, however, 
he's got to transcend these feuds 
and direct himself toward the 
championship itself. Just as he must 
not allow the fans to dictate the di- 
rection of his career, he should not 
allow his fiery emotions to dictate 
the course of his career either. 

ee 

‘Whatever the reasons for his fail- 
ure, and perhaps even Hogan him- 
self doesn't know what they are, 
they are preventing Hogan from go- 
ing all the way to the top. He may 
come close, but when he gets his 
chance he invariably fails. He is like 
the mythical Sisyphus who, con- 
signed to Hell by Zeus, must eter- 
nally roll a giant boulder up a hill. 
Whenever Sisyphus gets the boul- 
der to within a few inches of the top 
ofthe hill, it rolls over him and back 
to the bottom once again. 

Whenever Hogan gets to within 
those precious few inches of the 
championship, he seems to fall 
back into a position where he has to 
beginall over again. 

It's frustrating, because Hogan 
has all the raw talent necessary to 
bea champion. He's got strength, 
experience, and charisma. He's got 
the support of the fans, and he's got 
the drive and determination that 
makes a champion. 

Sadly, up to this point in his ca- 
eer, all those positive traits have 
not been enough. 

Hulk Hogan needs to engage in 
some deep personal meditation. He 
has to find out for himself what is 
holding him back, why he has not 
yet achieved a world title. 

In this article, we have engaged 
in speculation, we have offered 
some suggestions as to what some 

of the barriers to Hogan's cham- 
pionship success may be. Only Ho- 
gan himself can determine for sure 
what those barriers are. Only Ho- 
gan himself can act to destroy those 
barriers. And that's a task that takes 
a great deal more than physical 
strength to accomplish. C] 
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Interview 83 


Andre s led through his admiring fans in Montreal 
by promoter and longtime associate Frank Valois. 
The Gant is the word's most popular wrester. 


money he was 
incentive? 

A: | didn't care about the money. | 
have enough money. ! just wanted 
to shut his mouth. There are very 
few men in wrestling who | dislike, 
but John Studd is one of them: 
He's arrogant. | don't appreciate 
that quality in a man. | don't think a 
man like Studd is good for 
wrestling. 

Q: You've been called "the goodwill 
ambassador of professional wres- 
tiing.” You consistently hit the top of 
our magazines Mos Popular rat- 
ings. Is that as important to you as 
Success in the ring? 

A: | enjoy being liked, maybe be- 


offering an 


(Continued from page 58) 


cause before | became a wrestler 
people were afraid of my size and I 
didn't really have a lot of friends. 
Now, when | go to the arenas, | 
love ‘hearing the fans cheer for me. 
It doesn't matter where | am. | could. 
be in Saudi Arabia or in Asbury 
Park, New Jersey. Is it more impor- 
tant than winning? 1 look at it this 
way. | don't think they'd cheer as 
loud if | was a loser. People love a 
winner. 

Q: Do you have any idea how many 
victories you have in the ring? 

A: AIL 1 know is that | don't have 
any losses. 

Q: Is there anything in particular we 
can look for you to be doing in the 
near future? 

A: l'm just going to keep wrestling 
Oh, l'm also going to be doing more 
acting. I'm trying to wade through a 


pile of offers right now. There 
Seem to be a lot of roles for giants 
these days. I'll show up either on 
TV or in the movie theaters. 

Q: People have speculated that you 
might leave wrestling for a career as- 
an actor. How do you respond to 
that? 

A: | will never leave wrestling. This 
sport has given me everything I've 
ever wanted. Acting is fun, and it’s 
a change of pace. In fact, getting 
away from wrestling for a while 
helps me when | get back. It gives 
me a chance to stand back from it, 
and look at my ring performance a 
bit more objectively. I'm not about 
to tum my back on wrestling, 
though. l'm also not about to win 
any Academy Awards. But if | did, 
ld gladly trade it for the a world 
title. ü 


eS all the difference! 


12:20 e du 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
—MUt MARVELS SCIENTIFIC 1S0. 
METRICS — will pe you fantastic 


mificeatiy-powertul 
shoulders. strong stomach muscles and 
legs that wil seldom tre! No Apparatus 
ar Exereizers. — your body i$ your own 
Gymnasium’ This Secret System devel 
opt muscular strength 3 times faster | 
| than conventional methods! 


| ORDER NOW! 
| JUST 10 EASY MINUTES! 
Soentific Isometnics is the modern mir 
acle of stimulating muscles — tates just 
10 minutes a day of easy exercises that 
ll ot tie you. No long hours of boring 
Enereises with weights or costly appar 
tus. isometries is the amazing discov 
try of West German scientists who found 
2 new thniling way to Build powerful 
Strong muscles ia 10 minutes a day. Each 
exercise 1s done for only 10 seconds a 
ivi Completely illustrated 


| 


NOTHING 


ELSE TO | 


Buy! 


NO-RISE TRIAL COUPON ROW! =" 
Mae Marvel, Dept 458 160 Amherst Street 
fast Orange. New Jersey. 07019 
ie Marvel. enclosed es my $5.00 Sand me your 
entire Scientific metic Dysaler System m ome book 
"heh mcludes a chapter sm SECRETS OF ATTRACT: 
S" F must agree that the Oyralex method has 
ven me powerfully toned muscis, put fl strength m 
By muscles, made me tà stong tha | can be proud fo 
strong 1 am. 
In me 10 minutes a day— anta nothing ese 
o buy - acu oc inte ature | pet av S5 D baci 
‘questions atted upon return sf the boot. 


L — —so on wer 


l 


"You can add 2-4 inches in 10 weeks 


or less!” 


Says William A. Reldnas 


BEST BY 


INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about 
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wrestling's current events? How about a technical question regarding 
rules of the sport? In each issue, Wrestling 83's research department 
will provide the answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Q: Has the NWA World title ever 
Changed hands in the Pacific 
Northwes?—Joanna Bendelmann, 
Portland, OR 

A: Among other places, the 
NWA World tite has changed 
hands in Tokyo, Japan, in New 
York City, in Omaha, Nebraska, 
and in St. Louis a record 15 times, 
but the belt has never been lost 
in any city in Oregon or Wash- 
ington. The closest a title change 
ever came to either state was in 
los Angeles, when Ed "Stan- 
gler" Lewis defeated Ed Don 
George to win the belt in 1931. 


Q: Why is it that NWA and AWA 
referees disqualify wrestlers for 
throwing opponents over the top 
rope, yet this act goes unpun- 
ished in the WWF?—George 
Gagnon, Kingston, Ontario 

A: AWA and NWA rules do stip- 
ulate that throwing an opponent 
over the top rope is cause for a 
disqualification. In the Northeast, 
however, where the WWF titles 
are recognized, the ruling is left 
up to each individual state ath- 
letic commission. This brings up 
the question of whether there 
might be a need for a national 
wrestling commission to stan- 
dardize the spor’s rules. So far, 
there has been talk of such a 
commission but litle progress to- 
ward its actual formation. 

Q: Ive been a wrestling fan for 
Only a few months. My friend 
told me that Ted DiBiase used to 
be a fan favorite. What changed 
him?—Harv Karis, Alexandria, 
LA 

A: In June 1982, DiBiase became 
very upset over being denied a 
shot at the North American title 
held by Junkyard Dog. JYD was 
at first reluctant to wrestle a 
friend but later relented. Dog 


anticipated a scientific match, but 
he did not anticipate DiBiase's 
bitterness, Ted caught JYD off- 
guard with a vicious offensive 
and captured the belt. He's been 
a rulebreaker ever since. 


Q: I was interested in finding out 
a little more about Jack Brisco's 
NWA World tile reign. When 
did he win the title, when did he 
lose the belt, and who were his 
major challengers for the cham- 
pionship?—Rhonda Bamett, Kan- 
sas City, MO 

A: Brisco held the title for two 
years, four months uly 20, 1973 
through December 10, 1975). His 
reign was interrupted for a week 
when he lost the title to Shohei 
Baba in Kagoshimi, Japan, on De- 
cember 2, 1974, and won it back 
seven days later in Tokyo. Brisco 
originally won the tile from Har- 
ley Race in Houston and finally 
los to Temy Funk in Miami, 
Brisco's title reign was noted by 
many as one of the greatest of all 
time, based primarily on the tal- 
ent of his challengers, including 
Dory Funk Jr, Greg Valentine, 
Paul Jones, Bobo Brazil, The 
Bruiser, Jerry Lawler, The De- 
stroyer, Dutch Savage, Dick Mur- 
doch, Bobby Shane, Jose Lo- 
thario, and Mil Mascaras. 


Q: Bruno Sammartino Jr. just re- 
turned to the Georgia area. I was 
wondering how old Bruno Sr. 
was when he began wrestling? 
Tom Salkin, Athens, GA 


A: Bruno Sammartino was 23 
when he made his professional 
debut Commenting recently on 
his son's career, Bruno Sr. said, "I 
would have liked him to wait, but 
he seems to be progressing well 
and all I care about is that he 
fulfils his dream of being a 
Champion just like I did.” — O 


GOLDEN MOMENT 


CHAOS IN THE CAGE 
~ - 


Of all the “specialty matches” in professional the savage nature of such a contest. With his arm 
wrestling, the Cage Match is unquestionably the entangled in the cage itself, Fred Blassie is un- 
most brutal. This classic photograph, taken in Los able to defend against The Sheik's vicious boot 
Angeles in August 1970, graphically illustrates to the chest + 
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the World Class six-man tag 
e; p from Kevin, Kerry, and David Von Erich. In the 
deciding fall, Kerry was pinned after being butted by Buddy 
Roberts, who was wearing what he calls a "medically prescribed"! 
headgear. After the bout, David Von Erich, speaking for his 
brothers, claimed that the headgear was loaded with a foreign 
object. World Class Wrestling will investigate the charge. 


Presi S ti d a request made b: 

enan winkel that the AWA champion 
limit number one contender Wahoo McDaniel to only one more title 
match. Blackburn responded to Heenan's request at a press 
conference held at AWA headquarters in Amarillo, Texas. "After 
giving Mr. Heenan's request the closest consideration," Blackburn 
said, "I am informing him, through this press conference, that 
the AWA will be unable to comply. According to the AWA bylaws, 
the number one contender, as chosen by the AWA Ratings Committee, 
is the first in line for any title match. If Wahoo McDaniel, or 
any other number one contender, were to lose that top rating, he 
would not be given the opportunity to wrestle for the title. 
Until then, I, as association president, am powerless to act 
otherwise." 


H hi the rumor that he 

eking a re e r eam championship. Flair 
has been substituting recently for an injured Jay Youngblood as 
the tag team partner for Rick Steamboat. Yougblood recently 
suffered broken ribs when, held in place by Jerry Brisco's Indian 
deathlock, he was kneedr: d from the top rope by Jack Brisco. 
Recently, the newly fori team of Flair and Steamboat failed in 
an attempt to wrestle the NWA tag team title from the Briscos. 
Though they wil receiving a rematch, Flair said he would make 
a request to the NWA that his share of the championship be turned 
over to Youngblood should they win. "I am only wrestling with 
Steamboat as a favor to Rick and Jay," Flair said. "I have no 
interest in holding a tag team title. All I'm interested in is 
rean aa the NWA ld heavyweight championship from Harley 

cel 


^" 
a number 
appearances in the Mid-Atlan: region. Sullivan, acting as 
spokesman for the team, said that they were heading north £ 
rida to assist their "friend" ae Piper. Piper, the 


ES 
EU most popular wrestler, denies any past association with 
Sullivan or The Haze. 


